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M I S S I O N

S T A T E M E N T

Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul.
As we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus
Christ, offering parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey.

A WORD FROM FR. IVAN
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
There is no doubt that May is a very special month in the life of the Church. Not only do
we celebrate First Communions during this month when even nature “screams” its zest for
life, but we also honor the Blessed Mother in what is often referred to as “the Month of
Mary.” During these troubled times, we need her maternal intercession more than ever.
Also, why not take up the custom of praying the rosary with your family during this month of May?
As we honor all of our mothers next Sunday, I found a beautiful catechesis of Pope Francis, speaking about
motherhood on a Wednesday Audience on January 7, 2015.
“Every human person owes his or her life to a mother, and almost always owes much of what follows in
life, both human and spiritual formation, to her. Yet, despite being highly lauded from a symbolic point of view —
many poems, many beautiful things said poetically of her — the mother is rarely listened to or helped in daily life,
rarely considered central to society in her role. Rather, often the readiness of mothers to make sacrifices for their
children is taken advantage of so as to “save” on social spending.
It also happens that in Christian communities the mother is not always held in the right regard, she is
barely heard. Yet the centre of the life of the Church is the Mother of Jesus. Perhaps mothers, ready to sacrifice
so much for their children and often for others as well, ought to be listened to more. We should understand more
about their daily struggle to be efficient at work and attentive and affectionate in the family; we should better grasp
what they aspire to in order to express the best and most authentic fruits of their emancipation. A mother with her
children always has problems, always work. I remember there were five of us children at home, and while one was
doing one thing, the other wanted to do another, and our poor mama went back and forth from one’s side to
another, but she was happy. She gave us so much.
Mothers are the strongest antidote to the spread of self-centered individualism. “Individual” means “what
cannot be divided”. Mothers, instead, “divide” themselves, from the moment they bear a child to give him to the
world and help him grow. It is they, mothers, who most hate war, which kills their children. Many times I have
thought of those mothers who receive the letter: “I inform you that your son has fallen in defense of his
homeland...”. The poor women! How a mother suffers! It is they who testify to the beauty of life. Archbishop
Oscar Arnulfo Romero said that mothers experience a “maternal martyrdom” . . . Yes, like it is given by a mother,
who without fear and with the simplicity of the maternal martyrdom, conceives a child in her womb, gives birth to
him, nurses him, helps them grow and cares for them with affection. She gives her life. That’s martyrdom”. End
quote. Yes, being a mother doesn’t only mean bringing a child to the world, but it is also a life choice. What does
a mother choose, what is the life choice of a mother? The life choice of a mother is the choice to give life. And
this is great, this is beautiful.
A society without mothers would be a dehumanized society, for mothers are always, even in the worst
moments, witnesses of tenderness, dedication and moral strength. Mothers often pass on the deepest sense of
religious practice: in a human being’s life, the value of faith is inscribed in the first prayers, the first acts of
devotion that a child learns. It is a message that believing mothers are able to pass on without much explanation:
these come later, but the seed of faith is those early precious moments. Without mothers, not only would there be
no new faithful, but the faith would lose a good part of its simple and profound warmth. And the Church is
mother, with all of this, she is our mother! We are not orphans, we have a mother! Our Lady, mother Church, is
our mom. We are not orphans, we are children of the Church, we are children of Our Lady, and we are children
of our mothers.
Dearest mothers, thank you, thank you for what you are in your family and for what you give to the
Church and the world. And to you, beloved Church, thank you, thank you for being mother. And to you, Mary,
Mother of God, thank you for letting us see Jesus. And thank you for all the mammas present here: let us salute
them with a round of applause.”
Wishing you a blessed Sunday.
Fr. Ivan Sant
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St. Bernard

FrIvanSant@churchofstbernard-stp.org

Mass Intentions
Saturday
8:30am
4:00pm

May 5
† All Souls
† Edward Gunter

Sunday
May 6 6th Sunday of Easter
8:00 am
† Dearly Beloved
10:30am
† Emmett & Mary Ryan
1:30pm (Spanish) Parish
Monday
8:30 am

May 7
James E. Ryan Jr.

Tuesday
8:30 am

May 8
† Beverly Olriksen

Wednesday May 9
8:30 am
Marie Zech
Thursday
8:30am

May 10
Brann Family

Friday
8:30 am

May 11
† Dale & Margaret Perfect

Saturday
8:30am
4:00pm

May 12
† Caroline Klein
† Ethel Gardner

Sunday
May 13
Ascension of the Lord
8:00 am
Living/Deceased United Financial
10:30am
Living/Deceased Altar & Rosary Society
1:30pm (Spanish) Parish

Prayer Line
Please call Shirley at (651) 488-6330

Mass Readings for the
Week of May 6th:
Sunday: Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48/1Jn 4:7-10/
Jn 15:9-17
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26-16:4a
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15,22-18:1/Jn 16:12-15
Thursday: Acts18:1-8/Jn 16:16-20
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/ Jn 16:20-23
Saturday Acts 18:23–28/Jn 1:23b-28
Sunday: Acts 1:1-11/Eph 1:17-23/Mk 16:15-20

Capital Campaign Update
Our total needed to complete both bell
tower repairs is at $25,696. The following individuals have made new or additional pledges or payments.
New Payments/Pledges
 Marie Zech
 St. Bernard Hispanic Community
 Catholic Order of ForestersSt. Martinus Court
Additional Payments/Pledges
 Bob and Rosemary Rauen
Please continue to consider adding to
your pledge or making a first time
pledge/payment.
You should see scaffolding ready to be
assembled near the church this weekend.
Hopefully, we will hear the bells by summertime!

Parish News & Events
Mexican Food
Fundraising for our Capital Campaign
To repair the two bell towers
Last Sunday Raised $2,275
Thanks for all the Hispanic ministry and
all who did all the cooking and preparations.
Another Mexican Meal will be coming
soon on May 20.

On Sunday May 13
during the Masses of 10:30 and 1:30pm

Catholic Watchmen Rally and Marian
Procession
On Tuesday May 8 from 6:30pm—9pm
At the Church of All Saints, Minneapolis.
Men are invited to the Catholic Watchmen Rally and
Marian Procession. The evening includes Eucharistic
Adoration, Marian Procession, dinner, and a talk by
guest speaker Archbishop Bernard Hebda.
For registration and Questions? Contact
Enzo Randazzo at randazzov@archspm.org
or 651-291-4483.

40 Hours of Adoration
at our Church
From Evening of May 31st — Afternoon June 2

Holy Hour on Thursday
Evenings

Sign up is at St. Mary and St. Joseph side altar

The holy hour started during Lent
will continue from 6—7 pm in the
church on Thursday evenings. All

Apply for Marie Tschida Pranke Scholarship Funds

Please pray for the sick and homebound:
Rosie Lynch
Lloyd Anderson
Devra Shepherd
Lucille Biron
George Kramlinger

Mary Nordine

Lorraine Eheim
Bob Rauen
Yur Reh
Joan Loya

St. Bernard’s invites all parishioners with children attending Catholic high schools to apply for a scholarship
from the Marie Tschida Pranke Scholarship Fund.
This fund was initially established when Marie Tschida
Pranke died. The funds were originally distributed to
students at St. Bernard High School until the school
closed in 2010. The amount of each award will be
based on the number of applicants. The funds are sent
directly to the Catholic high school that your child will
be attending.

Please send a request to the parish office at
1160 Woodbridge St. or to the administrator at
kcronin@churchofstbernard-stp.org. Include the student’s name, parents’ name(s), Catholic high school
name, grade your child will be in for the 2018-19
school year. Requests should be submitted by May 15,
2018. Funds will be sent to the high school when attendance is verified by the school in the fall. However,
we will notify you of the amount of the award by June
15.
St. Paul, Minnesota
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Archdiocesan Marriage Day Celebration
When and Where:
Saturday June 2nd @10am in the
Cathedral of St. Paul
Bishop Cozzens invites you to celebrate the beautiful mystery of
the mutual self-gift between a man and woman in the Sacrament
of Matrimony on Saturday, June 2 at the Cathedral of Saint Paul
at 10a.m. for mass, renewal of vows, and a short reception. Couples celebrating their silver, golden and platinum anniversaries
will be honored in a special way and are invited to attend. Families and friends of all couples are welcome!
Couples married one or more year may request a commemorative certificate signed by Archbishop Bernard Hebda. To request a certificate, please contact Sonya
Flomo at the Office of Marriage, Family and Life at 651-291-4488 or flomos@archspm.org.

2018 Confirmation Class

St. Paul, Minnesota
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