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M I S S I O N

S T A T E M E N T

Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul.
As we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus
Christ, offering parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey.

A WORD FROM FR. IVAN
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This is a meditation of Pope Francis on today’s Gospel.
Today’s Gospel presents the episode of the expulsion of the merchants from the temple (Jn
2:13-25). Jesus made “a whip of cords, he drove them all, with the sheep and oxen, out of
the temple” (Jn 2:15), the money, everything. Such a gesture gave rise to strong impressions in the people and in
the disciples. It clearly appeared as a prophetic gesture, so much so that some of those present asked Jesus: “What
sign have you to show us for doing this?” (v. 18), who are you to do these things? Show us a sign that you have
authority to do them. They were seeking a divine and prodigious sign that would confirm that Jesus was sent by
God. And He responded: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (v. 19). They replied: “It has
taken 46 years to build this temple, and you will raise it up in three days?” (v. 20). They did not understand that the
Lord was referring to the living temple of his body, that would be destroyed in the death on the Cross, but would
be raised on the third day. Thus, in three days. “When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples
remembered that He had said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word Jesus had spoken” (v. 22).
In effect, this gesture of Jesus and His prophetic message are fully understood in the light of his Paschal Mystery.
We have here, according to the evangelist John, the first proclamation of the death and resurrection of Christ: His
body, destroyed on the Cross by the violence of sin, will become in the Resurrection the universal meeting place
between God and mankind. And the Risen Christ is Himself the universal meeting place — for everyone! —
between God and mankind. For this reason, his humanity is the true temple where God is revealed, speaks, is
encountered; and the true worshippers, the true worshippers of God are not only the guardians of the material
temple, the keepers of power and of religious knowledge, [but] they are those who worship God “in spirit and
truth” (Jn 4:23).

In this time of Lent we are preparing for the celebration of Easter, when we will renew the promises of
our Baptism. Let us walk in the world as Jesus did, and let us make our whole existence a sign of our love for our
brothers, especially the weakest and poorest,let us build for God a temple of our lives. And so we make it
“encounterable” for those who we find along our journey. If we are witnesses of the Living Christ, so many people
will encounter Jesus in us, in our witness. But, we ask — and each one of us can ask ourselves — does the Lord feel
at home in my life? Do we allow Him to “cleanse” our hearts and to drive out the idols, those attitudes of cupidity,
jealousy, worldliness, envy, hatred, those habits of gossiping and tearing down others. Do I allow Him to cleanse all
the behaviours that are against God, against our neighbour, and against ourselves, as we heard today in the first
Reading? Each one can answer for him/herself, in the silence of his/her heart: “Do I allow Jesus to make my heart
a little cleaner?” “Oh Father, I fear the rod!” But Jesus never strikes. Jesus cleanses with tenderness, mercy, love.
Mercy is the His way of cleansing. Let us, each of us, let us allow the Lord to enter with His mercy — not with the
whip, no, with His mercy — to cleanse our hearts. With us, Jesus’ whip is His mercy. Let us open to Him the gates
so that He will make us a little purer.

Every Eucharist that we celebrate with faith makes us grow as a living temple of the Lord, thanks to the
communion with His crucified and risen Body. Jesus recognizes what is in each of us, and knows well our most
ardent desires: that of being inhabited by Him, only by Him. Let us allow Him to enter into our lives, into our
families, into our hearts. May Mary most holy, the privileged dwelling place of the Son of God, accompany us and
sustain us on the Lenten journey, so that we might be able to rediscover the beauty of the encounter with Christ,
the only One who frees us and saves us.

God bless! Wishing you a blessed Sunday.
Fr. Ivan Sant
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FrIvanSant@churchofstbernard-stp.org
St. Bernard

Mass Intentions
Saturday
8:30am
4:00pm

March 3
†
† Edward Gunter

Sunday
March 4 3rd Sunday of Lent
8:00 am
† Living & Deceased Catholic United Financial
10:30am † Living & Deceased Altar & Rosary Society
1:30pm (Spanish) †
Monday
8:30 am
Tuesday
8:30 am

March 5
† Edward, Anne, & Eugene Arnold
March 6
That this lent will be meaningful for all

Wednesday March 7
8:30 am
†
Thursday
8:30 am

March 8
For the elderly in nursing homes that
God will protect them from harm.

Friday
8:30 am

March 9

Saturday
8:30am
4:00pm

March 10
†
† Irene Moris

Sunday
March 11 4th Sunday of Lent
8:00 am
† Warren Rinehart
10:30am
† Dearly Departed
1:30pm (Spanish) †

Prayer Line
Please call Shirley at (651) 488-6330
Mass Readings for the
Week of March 4th:
Sunday:
Ex 20:1-17/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25
Monday;
2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Lk 4:24—30
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/ Mt 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1,5-9/Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: Jer 7:23–28/Lk 11:14-23
Friday:
Hos 14:,2-10/Mk 12:28-34
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Lk 17:9-14
Sunday:
2Chr 36:14-16,19-23/Eph 2:4-10/
Jn 3:14-21

Capital Campaign Update
The remaining balance needed to repair both
bell towers this spring is $91,529.
Additional Pledges/Payments
 Gary and Louanne Reinhardt

Letters will be going out this week to parishioners and to local businesses to ask directly for
additional support for these repairs. We are so
close to raising the necessary funds!
Please consider extending your pledge payments by one year. If we can get close to the
remaining balance pledged then we can go forward with having both bell towers repaired.
We are extremely grateful for all the support
from our parishioners for this major repair!
Hopefully, we will hear the bells by summer
time!
Please pray for the sick and homebound:
Rosie Lynch
Lloyd Anderson
Devra Shepherd
Lucille Biron
George Kramlinger

Bernice Peters
Lorraine Eheim
Bob Rauen
Yur Reh
Joan Loya

Parish News & Events
Stations of the Cross
Every Friday of Lent
(begins on Feb 16) at:
5pm English
5:30pm Karenni
7pm Spanish

Lenten Holy Hour

Every
Thursday at 6pm

Ring in Spring Gala Dinner
With silent Auction
Fundraising for St. Bernard Youth for their pilgrimage to
Rome.

When: Sunday, March 18 @ 4PM
Where: St. Bernard Parish Center

Price: $20 per Adult
Please RSVP to this dinner and silent auction by Sunday, March 11th to reserve your spot for a night of food,
laughter and fun!

Starting on
Feb 15
Palm Sunday
Procession

Will take place on Sunday, March 25 starting 9:30am in
the parking lot of the Parish Center.
Procession will go through our neighborhood and arrives in the church for the 10:30am mass.
This is the beginning of our Holy Week!

An invitation to experie nce the joy of God in
your life.
COME AND LISTEN

The Rose Ensemble
The Rose Ensemble's upcoming concert, Welcome the
Stranger, honors the lives and works of Saint Benedict
and his sister Saint Scholastica. This new program includes over 500 years of music about these Saints, including works by Benedictine nuns such as Caterina
Assandra (1590-1618) and Chiara Margarita Cozzolani
(1602-1678) and a new piece honoring Saint Scholastica
by Minnesota's own Abbie Betinis.

ALL ARE INVITED (12 years & up)

“Come to me all of you who are tired and burdened and
I will Restore you” (Mt.11:28)
Every Monday and Thursday @ 7:00 PM
In St. Bernard’s Grade School Building
CSAF Results

Performances will take place in the Twin Cities March 911 and members of St. Bernard can get $5 off of Section
A or B tickets by using the code BENEDICT.

Here are the results through Week 4:
 Goal
$18,957
 # Gifts
39
 Total pledged
$ 4,472
 % of Goal
23.59%

See www.RoseEnsemble.org for detailed information
on times and locations of the concerts as well as to order tickets.

The parish will receive 25% back if
we
meet our goal. Please make a pledge or contribution
today!

St. Paul, Minnesota
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Friday, March 23
Parish Center – 5PM to 7PM
Cost - $12/person (presale, limited walk- in)
Dinner menu includes: 5oz. breaded cod fillet,
roasted potatoes, green beans, coleslaw, dessert,
beverage
Detach and return this slip along with payment in
the weekly collection basket no later than March 18:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name _________________________
Phone _______________
Number of guests _____
Payment enclosed $ __________
St. Paul, Minnesota
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