
M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  
Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul. 

As we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus 
Christ, offering parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey. 

SAINT BERNARD 

CHURCH OF  

 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Weekday 
Monday-Saturday - Mass at 8:30 am 

 
*Rosary one half hour before daily Mass. 
*Morning Prayer fifteen minutes before Mass. 

 

Confessions 

Mondays after the 8:30 am Mass 
Saturdays 3:30 and after the 4:00 pm Mass 

Parish Staff 

Pastor 
Reverend Ivan Sant 

Associate Priest 
Reverend Joseph Kureh 

 
Parish Administrator    Karen Cronin 
Secretary     Gloria Nava   
Faith Formation Director       J. David Neira 
Refugee Liaison            Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  
Refugee Liaison Assistant    Julia Marksue 
Music Director                  Mary Beth Redmond 
Assistant Music Director        Grace Thompson 

Parish Office 

Phone: (651) 488-6733 
Fax:     (651) 489-9203 
Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Facebook Page: Parish Life at   
St. Bernard's Catholic Church, St. Paul,  MN  

1160 WOODBRIDGE STREET • SAINT PAUL, MN 55117 

One block west of Rice Street on Geranium Avenue 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 27, 2016 
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A WORD FROM FR. IVAN 
 
 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI message on Advent, 2010.  
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Today, the first Sunday of Advent, the Church begins a new Liturgical Year, a new journey 
of faith that on the one hand commemorates the event of Jesus Christ and, on the other, 
opens to its ultimate fulfilment. It is precisely in this double perspective that she lives 
the Season of Advent, looking both to the first coming of the Son of God, when he was born of the Virgin Mary, 
and to his glorious return, when he will come “to judge the living and the dead”, as we say in the Creed. I would 
now like to focus briefly on this evocative theme of “waiting”, for it touches upon a profoundly human aspect in 
which the faith becomes, so to speak, completely one with our flesh and our heart. 

Expectation or waiting is a dimension that flows through our whole personal, family and social existence. 
Expectation is present in thousands of situations, from the smallest and most banal to the most important that 
involve us completely and in our depths. Among these, let us think of waiting for a child, on the part of a husband 
and wife; of waiting for a relative or friend who is coming from far away to visit us; let us think, for a young 
person, of waiting to know his results in a crucially important examination or of the outcome of a job interview; 
in emotional relationships, of waiting to meet the beloved, of waiting for the answer to a letter, or for the 
acceptance of forgiveness.... One could say that man is alive as long as he waits, as long as hope is alive in his 
heart. And from his expectations man recognizes himself: our moral and spiritual “stature” can be measured by 
what we wait for, by what we hope for. 

Every one of us, therefore, especially in this Season which prepares us for Christmas, can ask himself: What am I 
waiting for? What, at this moment of my life, does my heart long for? And this same question can be posed at the 
level of the family, of the community, of the nation. What are we waiting for together? What unites our 
aspirations, what brings them together? In the time before Jesus’ birth the expectation of the Messiah was very 
strong in Israel – that is, the expectation of an Anointed one, a descendent of King David, who would at last set 
the people free from every form of moral and political slavery and find the Kingdom of God. But no one would 
ever have imagined that the Messiah could be born of a humble girl like Mary, the betrothed of a righteous man, 
Joseph. Nor would she have ever thought of it, and yet in her heart the expectation of the Savior was so great, her 
faith and hope were so ardent, that he was able to find in her a worthy mother. Moreover, God himself had 
prepared her before time. There is a mysterious correspondence between the waiting of God and that of Mary, 
the creature “full of grace”, totally transparent to the loving plan of the Most High. Let us learn from her, the 
Woman of Advent, how to live our daily actions with a new spirit, with the feeling of profound expectation that 
only the coming of God can fulfil. 

 

http://www.vatican.va/liturgical_year/advent/2010/index_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/liturgical_year/advent/2010/index_en.html
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Mass Intentions  
 
Saturday     November 26 
8:30am          Nicolas  Castillo 

4:00pm       † Tom Loida 
 
Sunday       November 27     
8:00am       †  Raymond Cloutier 
10:30am        Our Parish Members 
 
Monday       November 28    
8:30 am          Irene Cloutier 
 
Tuesday       November 29    
8:30 am          Sandra Gunderson 
 
Wednesday  November 30  Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle 

8:30 am          Eldon Gunderson 
 
Thursday     December 1 
8:30 am       † Patricia Pfluger 
 
Friday         December 2 
8:30 am      † Dolores Mollner 
 
Saturday     December 3 Mem. of St. Francis Xavier 
8:30am       †  Jean Baptiste Ninh Tran 

4:00pm       †  Deceased Ushers    
 
Sunday       December  4      Second Sunday of Advent 
8:00am           
10:30am      †  Our Parish  Members  
 

Sacraments 

Call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
(651) 488-6733 

 
Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is to be celebrated when a person is 
suffering from a prolonged illness or when a person’s 
condition becomes serious. 
 
Communion for the Sick & Homebound 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 
Baptism of Infants 
It is recommended that parents who wish to present their child 
for Baptism make arrangements several months before the due 
date, as the Church asks that children be baptized within a 
few weeks after birth. Parents should contact the Parish Office 
to meet with a priest.  
 
Baptism of Older Children & RCIA 
To become a full member of the Roman Catholic Church, 
contact  David Neira at the Parish Office. 
 
Marriage Preparation 
Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  
Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding date 
they desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a 
specific date will be set. Marriage preparation classes are 
required. 

                 Ministries 

 
Prayer Line………..Shirley (651) 488-6330  
                             or Judy (651) 224-2966 
 
Liturgy 
Parishioners are encouraged to offer to be readers and 
altar servers at Mass.  
 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation………...… Fr. Ivan (651) 488-6733 

 Mass Readings for the First Week of Advent 

 
Sunday :        Is 2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44  
Monday:        Is 4:2-6/Mt 8:5-11  
Tuesday:        Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24  
Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22  
Thursday:      Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27  
Friday:            Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31  
Saturday:       Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12  

Please pray for the sick and homebound 

Yvonne Spence  Rosie Lynch 

James Ulrich                Lloyd Anderson 

Carl Long  Jan Bunde 

Lorraine Eheim John Stafford 

Devra Shepherd 

Dorothy Buchal 

Bob Rauen 

Lucille Biron 
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Parish News & Events 

          Advent Penance Celebration 
         

       In order to prepare for the coming of the 

Lord during this advent season, we will be 

having confessions on December 11  

at 4:00 PM.  

All are invited to 

come !   

     Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  
 

     On December 8th, we will be commemorating the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception.  Being a Holy day 
of Obligation, all are encourage to attend Mass at 8:30 

                        Advent Holy Hour  
 
    In preparation for advent, we will be having a 
Holy Hour of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
on Thursdays, December 1, 15, and 22. The Holy 
Hour will start at 6:00 PM.  
            
             All are invited to come and pray.   

       Pallium Mass for Archbishop Hebda 
 

       All people of the Archdiocese are invited to the Pal-
lium Mass for Archbishop Hebda. The Apostolic Nuncio 
will confer the Pallium – which was blessed at Saint Pe-
ter’s Basilica by Pope Francis on the feast of Saints Peter 
and Paul on June 29 – on Archbishop Hebda at the spe-
cial Mass.  
 
Date(s): Sunday, December 18 
Time: 2:30 p.m. 
Location: Cathedral of Saint Paul,  
 

                              Bake Sale  
The Festivities Committee  of St. Bernard's will 
be hosting the annual Christmas Bake Sale in 
the back of the church on the weekend Masses 
of December 10th and 11th. Please consider donating to 
the bake sale as you plan you Christmas baking.  

                           Youth Meeting 
 

     The members of the Neocatechumenal Way commu-
nities  will be hosting a meeting for the youth on Sun-
day, December 4th at 4:00 PM.   
 
    In this event, the youth of our parish will have the 
opportunity to spend time with the scriptures, have a 
time of Eucharistic adoration, and pray vespers to-
gether. This will be followed by dinner and social.  

Mary Study—Make up Missed Lessons 
 
For anyone that missed the Mary Bible Study, or if anyone 

attending the study missed specific days, all 8 sessions will 

be shown back-to-back at the parish center on Saturday, 

Dec. 10, from 10 am to 2 pm.  A light, free lunch will be pro-

vided.  Come for the specific lesson you missed or come for 

all 4 hours if you want to view the whole series.  Each lesson 

is about 25 minutes long.  If you are unable to come on Dec. 

10 but would like to view a missed lesson, please call Eliza-

beth Doherty at 317-9488. 

 

Parish Center will open by 9:30 am on Dec. 10 

 

10:00 Introduction 

10:30 Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) 

11:00 Visitation (Luke 1:39-56) 

11:30 Nativity (Luke 2:1-20) 

12:00 Presentation & Finding Jesus in the Temple 

 (Luke 2:21-52) 

12:30 Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11) 

1:00 Mary at the Cross (John 19:25-30) 

1:30 Mary Crowned with Glory (Rev 12) 
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==FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE== 

==FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE== 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

==FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE== 
 
Thanksgiving is such a beautiful time for many people.  It is a time to spend with and enjoy family.  I know at our 
home the daily routine changes and slows down so we can truly relax and be refreshed with our loved ones.   
 

I want to take a moment to thank our small band of faith formation catechists.   We have a committed group of 
parishioners who come weekly to share their faith with our young people.  Elizabeth Doherty and Steve Polson 
work with the 4 year olds through 3rd grade children, I help with the 1st—3rd grade children, Angie Vargas and 
Marianne Banda teach the 4th and 5th graders, Jeanne Brann and Jennifer Hoke work with the 6th and 7th grade 
children and Mary Kneissel and Mary Beth Redmond teach the 8th and 9th graders.  Most of the catechists have 
been helping for many years.  If you see them around the parish please thank them for their commitment. 
 
Our church decorating group will be quite busy over the next weeks during Advent and Christmas seasons.  Barb 
Graff, Kathy Huonder and Elizabeth Doherty help to decorate the sanctuary weekly as needed.  During this time, 
extra people also come to help set things up and to clean the church.  Tom Kneissel gathered a group to help 
clean the church last Saturday.  Thanks to those who were able to come and help.   
 
The Moving Forward in Faith campaign is going well thanks to all of our parishioners.  The support from all of  
you has been tremendous and we certainly appreciate your generosity.  Keep your eyes on the bulletin for up-
dates to the pledges. 
 
St. Ambrose of Woodbury will be sending gifts for our Karenni children once again in December.  They have been 
very generous to our refugee community for the past 4 years.  There are so many needs and St. Ambrose has 
helped provide for some of them each year at Christmas time. 
 
May God bless you this week!  Karen Cronin 

            The Traditional Meaning of the Advent Wreath  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        During the first two weeks of Advent we light the first two purple candles. The Third Sunday of Advent is 
called Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday. On this day we celebrate that our waiting for the birth of Jesus on Christmas 
day is almost over. Rose is a liturgical color that is used to signify joy, so we light the single pink candle on the 
third Sunday of Advent. 
 
     Then on the fourth Sunday of Advent, the final purple candle is lit to mark the final week of prayer and pen-
ance as we wait expectantly for the soon-coming birth of the King of Kings. 
 
 The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us that Jesus is coming. 
 The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us of Mary and Jo-

seph’s journey to Bethlehem. 
 The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of the Joy the world 

experienced at the coming birth of Jesus. 
 The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of the message of the 

angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 


