
M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  
Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul. 

As we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus 
Christ, offering parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey. 

SAINT BERNARD 

CHURCH OF  

 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Weekday 
Monday-Saturday - Mass at 8:30 am 

 
*Rosary one half hour before daily Mass. 
*Morning Prayer fifteen minutes before Mass. 

 

Confessions 

Mondays after the 8:30 am Mass 
Saturdays 3:30 and after the 4:00 pm Mass 

Parish Staff 

Pastor 
Reverend Ivan Sant 

Associate Priest 
Reverend Joseph Kureh 

 
Parish Administrator    Karen Cronin 
Secretary     Gloria Nava   
Faith Formation Director       J. David Neira 
Refugee Liaison            Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  
Refugee Liaison Assistant    Julia Marksue 
Music Director                  Mary Beth Redmond 

Parish Office 

Phone: (651) 488-6733 
Fax:     (651) 489-9203 
Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Facebook Page: Parish Life at   
St. Bernard's Catholic Church, St. Paul,  MN  

1160 WOODBRIDGE STREET • SAINT PAUL, MN 55117 

One block west of Rice Street on Geranium Avenue 

19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 7, 2016 
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A WORD FROM FR. IVAN 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Since I am away I am replacing my article with Pope Francis’ Wednesday June 23rd Catechesis 
that speaks on ‘Mercy purifies the heart’ (Lk 5:12-16). 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

Good morning! 

“Lord, if you will, you can make me clean” (Lk 5:12) is the request that we heard addressed to Jesus by a leper. This man did not 

ask only to be healed, but to be “made clean”, that is, wholly restored, in body and in heart. Indeed, leprosy was considered a form 
of a curse of God, of profound uncleanliness. A leper had to stay away from everyone; he could not access the temple nor any 
divine service. Far from God and far from men. These people lived a sad life! 

 Despite this fact, that leper did not resign himself to the disease nor to the dispositions that made him an excluded man. 
In order to reach Jesus, he was not afraid to break the law and enter the city — something he should not have done, it was 
prohibited — and when he found Jesus, the man “fell on his face and besought him, ‘Lord, if you will, you can make me clean’” (v. 

12). All that is done and said by this man, who was considered unclean, is an expression of his faith! He recognizes Jesus’ power: 
he is certain that Jesus has the power to heal him and that all depends on His will. This faith is the force that allows him to break 
every convention and seek the encounter with Jesus and, kneeling before Him, he calls Him “Lord”. The supplication of the leper 

demonstrates that when we present ourselves to Jesus it is not necessary to make long speeches. A few words are enough, 
provided that they are accompanied by complete trust in his omnipotence and in his goodness. Entrusting ourselves to God’s will 
in fact means remitting ourselves to his infinite mercy. I will even share with you a personal confidence. In the evening, before 

going to bed, I say this short prayer: “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean!”. And I pray five “Our Fathers”, one for each of 
Jesus’ wounds, because Jesus has cleansed us with his wounds. If I do this, you can do it too, in your home, and say: “Lord, if you 
will, you can make me clean!”, and think about Jesus’ wounds and say an “Our Father” for each of them. Jesus always hears us. 

 Jesus is deeply struck by this man. The Gospel of Mark emphasizes that “moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and 
touched him, and said to him, ‘I will; be clean’” (1:41). Jesus’ gesture accompanies his words and renders the teaching more 
explicit. Contrary to the dispositions of the Law of Moses, which prohibited a leper from drawing near (cf. Lev 13:45-46), Jesus 
extends his hand and even touches him. How often do we encounter a poor person who comes to meet us! We can also be 
generous, we can have compassion, but usually we do not touch him. We offer him coins, we toss them there, but we avoid 
touching his hand. And we forget that that person is the Body of Christ! Jesus teaches us not to be afraid to touch the poor and 
the excluded, because He is in them. Touching the poor can cleanse us from hypocrisy and make us distressed over their 
condition. Touching the excluded. Today these young people accompany me. So many people think that it would be better if they 
stayed in their land, but they suffer so much there. They are our refugees, but so many consider them excluded. Please, they are 
our brothers! A Christian excludes no one, gives a place to everyone, allows everyone to come. 

 After healing the leper, Jesus commands him not to speak of this to anyone, but tells him: “go and show yourself to the 
priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to the people” (Lk 5:14). This disposition of 
Jesus demonstrates at least three things. First: the grace that acts in us does not seek sensationalism. Usually it is moved with 

discretion and without clamor. To treat our wounds and guide us on the path of holiness it works by patiently modeling our 
heart on the Heart of the Lord, so as to increasingly assume his thoughts and feelings. Second: by making the priest officially 
verify the healing and by celebrating an expiatory sacrifice, the leper is readmitted to the community of believers and to social 

life. His reintegration completes the healing. As he himself had supplicated, now he is completely made clean. Lastly, by 
presenting himself to the priests, the leper bears witness to them regarding Jesus and his messianic authority. The power of 
compassion with which Jesus healed the leper led this man’s faith to open itself to the mission. He was excluded, now he is one of 

us. 
 Let us consider ourselves, our miseries.... Each has his own. Let us think sincerely. How often we cover them with the 
hypocrisy of “good manners”. And precisely then it is necessary to be alone, to kneel before God and pray: “Lord, if you will, you 
can make me clean!”. Do it, do it before going to bed, every evening. Now together let us say this beautiful prayer: “Lord, if you 

will, you can make me clean!” 

 
Wishing all of you a Blessed Sunday. 
 
Fr. Ivan Sant 

frivansant@churchofstbernard-stp.org 
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Mass Intentions  
 
Saturday      • August 6 
8:30 am         Jose Mario Rodrigo 
4:00 pm       † Peter Singer  
 
Sunday        • August 7       19th Sunday in Ordinary Time      
8:00 am       † John Albert 
10:30 am        St. Bernard’s Parish 
 
Monday      •  August 8      
8:30 am        † Jose Lopez    
                   
Tuesday       • August 9  
8:30 am         Mary Jane & Edsel Femrite   
 
Wednesday  • August 10     St. Lawrence 
8:30 am       †  Zoila Lopez 
 
Thursday     • August 11   
8:30 am       †   Maria Cantavella 
 
Friday         •  August 12     
8:30 am       † Laurence P. Connolly, Sr. 
 
Saturday      •  August 13  
8:30 am       †  Helen Uecker 
4:00 pm       †  Donald Burket 
 
Sunday        •  August 14      20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 am        †  Barbara Neudauer   
10:30 am         St. Bernard’s Parish 

Sacraments 

Call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
(651) 488-6733 

 
Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is to be celebrated when a person is 
suffering from a prolonged illness or when a person’s 
condition becomes serious. 
 
Communion for the Sick & Homebound 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 
Baptism of Infants 
It is recommended that parents who wish to present their child 
for Baptism make arrangements several months before the due 
date, as the Church asks that children be baptized within a 
few weeks after birth. Parents should contact the Parish Office 
to meet with a priest.  
 
Baptism of Older Children & RCIA 
To become a full member of the Roman Catholic Church, 
contact the Parish Office. 
 
Marriage Preparation 
Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  
Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding date 
they desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a 
specific date will be set. Marriage preparation classes are 
required. 

                 Ministries 

 
Prayer Line………..Shirley (651) 488-6330  
                             or Judy (651) 224-2966 
 
Liturgy 
Parishioners are encouraged to offer to be readers and 
altar servers at Mass.  
 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation………...… David Neira (651) 488-6733 

 

 Mass Readings for the Week of Aug. 7th, 2016 

 
 

Sunday:          Wis 18:6-9, Heb 11:1-2,8-19, LK 12:32-48 
Monday:         Ez 1:2-5,24-28c ;  Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday:         Ez  2:8-3:4, Mt 18:1-5,10,12-14  
Wednesday:   2 Cor 9:6-10, Jn 12:24-26 
Thursday:       Ez 12:1-12, Mt 18:21-19:1 
Friday:             Ez 16:1-15,60,63  Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday:        Ez 18:1-10,13b,30-32; Mt 19:13-15 
Next Sunday: Jer 38:4-6,8-10; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53 

Please pray for the sick and homebound 

Yvonne Spence  James Ulrich 

Lorraine Eheim 

Marie Abfalter  

Devra Shepherd 

Dorothy Buchal 

Bob Rauen 

Lucille Biron 

Helen Reinhardt 

 

Thanks for your Donations! 
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Pastoral Council Meeting—August 29 
 

St. Bernard’s 2016 Pastoral Council 
          

Mary Rinehart (Chair)   rinehart1103@q.com     651-771-1185 

Barb Graff (Vice Chair) 651-646-5196 
Tom Kneissel                         651-276-3045 
Amy Doucette         amy.doucette2011@gmail.com  
Kathy Huonder   kathyh2580@yahoo.com 
Neil Blageo                 nblageo@msn.com 
Pada Kye Meh              kyemehpada@gmail.com 
Ngay Mo    ngaymo@gmail.com 
Betsy Struntz              eastruntz@aol.com 

Parish News & Events 

 

 

If you or anyone you know would like to be baptized, 
receive first Holy Communion, first Reconciliation, 
and/or be confirmed (and are more than 14 years old), 
RCIA classes will start Sunday, September 18th. 
Classes will be every Sunday from 11:30am-1:15pm on 
the third floor of the parish office building at 1160 
Woodbridge St. Lunch will be provided. Please con-
tact David Neira at (651) 488-6733 if you would like 
to enroll or would like more information.”  

“Free Store” Information  
 
"Free Store" will be held next weekend on Sunday, 
August 14, from 11:30 to 12:00 in the gym.  Please 
communicate the word to those who might need 
these services.  Items to be given out include: clothing 
for the family, personal care items, toys, household 
items and food. In addition, donations will be 
accepted. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

First Day of Class:       Sunday, September 18th 
 
Registration Days:      Weekend of Aug 6 &  7                                                      
               Weekend of Aug 13 & 14 
 
(after each Mass in the back of church or in the parish 
center after the 10:30 Mass) 
 

Feasibility Study Announcement 
 
In working with parish leaders and after much prayer 
and discernment, we have decided to conduct a         
feasibility study to determine whether a capital     
campaign to address our most pressing needs is      
possible or not.  We are considering a campaign to 
address the critical repairs in our north bell tower, 
tuckpointing to the 3rd floor of the elementary school 
building and a new roof for the elementary school.  
 
Over the course of the next several weeks, we will be 
inviting all of you to participate in this feasibility 
study.  We want to provide each and every one of you 
with the opportunity to let us know YOUR feelings 
in regard to our plans. 
 
Many of you will be receiving a letter requesting a 
personal interview; please respond to us as soon as 
possible.  The interview will ideally be done here at 
the parish or if needed can be arranged over the 
phone.  Please call the parish office to schedule an ap-
pointment.   
 
Also, many of you will be receiving a questionnaire in 
the mail.  You may complete this online following the 
instructions in my letter or you may complete it and 
return it in the envelope provided.     
 
Thank you in advance for your participation. 

Parish Finance Council Meeting—August 22 
 
Members:  
 
Terry Palmer  Peter Seghieri 
Mike Perfect  John Stafford 
Kathy Pojar  Tim Struntz 
Jim Rice 
 
 

Marriage Banns 
 

III. Pleh Reh and Jae Meh 
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Upcoming Festivities Events & Pilgrimage Update 

Photo taken of the pilgrimage 
group in Krakow, Poland on 
July 29, 2016.  Archbishop 
Hebda and Bishop Cozzens 
joined the group photo!  The 
group returned to Minnesota 
on Thursday, August 4.   

Sweepstakes—By now, you should have received your fall sweepstakes tickets in the mail.  If 
you have not received them or would like more, please contact the parish office at 651-488-6733.  
The grand prize is $1,000, 1st prize is $250, 2nd and 3rd prizes are $100 and last chance prize is 
$1.  The drawing will take place Sunday, August 21 after the 10:30 Mass in the parish center dur-
ing Friendship Sunday.  Entries can be dropped off at the parish office or they can be put in an 
envelope marked ‘Sweepstakes’ and placed in the weekend collection.  Suggested donation is $1 
per entry but no purchase is necessary to win.    Through July 31, we have received $1,872.  We 
need about $1,900 to cover our expenses.  Good luck and thanks for your support! 
 
 
Parish Picnic—The Festivities Committee is finalizing picnic details.  The picnic will be Sun-
day, September 11 at one of the Como Park pavilions (corner of Midway Parkway and Como Ave-
nue).  The picnic will begin with an outdoor Mass at 10:00 AM followed by picnic themed food 
and beverages.  It is a great opportunity to visit with old friends and meet new parishioners.  A 
flyer with more details will be in the bulletin and on the parish website in coming weeks.  Stay 
tuned!  If you are unable to drive but would like to attend the picnic, please contact the parish 
office at 651-488-6733. 
 
 
Pennies for the Park Collection—The Festivities Committee will be collecting ‘pennies for the 
park’ at the church doors after all Masses during the month of August.  If you have any loose 
change, please consider making a donation!   All donations will be used to help offset the cost of 
the picnic.  We appreciate your support! 


