
M I S S I O N S T A T E M E N T  

Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul. As 

we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus Christ, offer-

ing parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey. 

One block west of Rice Street on Geranium Avenue 

1160 WOODBRIDGE STREET • SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55117 

SAINT BERNARD 
CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION  OF THE LORD 

MAY 8, 2016 

 

Parish Staff 

Parochial Administrator 

Reverend Ivan Sant 
Associate Priest 

Reverend Joseph Kureh 
 

Parish Administrator    Karen Cronin 
Administrative Assistant    Carol Mike  
Business Assistant    Cindy Paslawski 
Faith Formation Director       J. David Neira 
Refugee Liaison            Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  
Refugee Liaison Assistant    Julia Marksue 
Music Director                      Sid Smaka 
 
 

Parish Office 

Phone: (651) 488-6733 
Fax:     (651) 489-9203 

Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

 
 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Weekday 
Monday-Saturday - Mass at 8:30 am 

 
*Rosary one half hour before daily Mass. 
*Morning Prayer fifteen minutes before Mass. 

 

Confessions 

Mondays after the 8:30 am Mass 

Saturdays 3:30 and after the 4:00 pm Mass 
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Mass Intentions  
 
Saturday    • May 7 
4:00 pm   † Ethel Gardner 

 
Sunday • May 8 
8:00 am   † Michael Perseke 
10:30 am  St. Bernard’s Parish 
 
Monday    •  May 9 
8:30 am    † Fred Troye 
 
Tuesday • May 10        
8:30 am    † Melvin Loehlein & Family 
 
Wednesday   • May 11 
8:30 am     † Helen C. Rein  
 
Thursday • May 12 
8:30 am    † Michael Klobe 
 
Friday   • May 13 
8:30 am    † Frank & Mae Janski  
 
Saturday    • May 14 
8:30 am    †Tony & Wilma Wittig 
4:00 pm   † Ethel Gardner 
 
Sunday • May 15 
8:00 am   † Michael Perseke 
10:30 am  St. Bernard’s Parish 

STEWARDSHIP  FROM FR. IVAN’S DESK 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
              There is no doubt that May is a very 
special month in the life of the Church. Not 
only do we celebrate Confirmations and 
First Communions during this month when 
even nature “screams” its zest for life, but we 
also honor the Blessed Mother in what is often referred to as “the 
Month of Mary.” During these troubled times, we need her 
maternal intercession more than ever. Also, why not take up the 
custom of praying the rosary with your family during this month 
of May?  
                We also honor today all our mothers living and deceased. 
I found a beautiful catechesis of Pope Francis, speaking about 
motherhood on a Wednesday Audience on January 7, 2015. 

“Every human person owes his or her life to a mother, 
and almost always owes much of what follows in life, both 
human and spiritual formation, to her. Yet, despite being highly 
lauded from a symbolic point of view — many poems, many 
beautiful things said poetically of her — the mother is rarely 
listened to or helped in daily life, rarely considered central to 
society in her role. Rather, often the readiness of mothers to make 
sacrifices for their children is taken advantage of so as to ‘save’ on 
social spending. 

It also happens that in Christian communities the 
mother is not always held in the right regard, she is barely heard. 
Yet the centre of the life of the Church is the Mother of Jesus. 
Perhaps mothers, ready to sacrifice so much for their children and 
often for others as well, ought to be listened to more. We should 
understand more about their daily struggle to be efficient at work 
and attentive and affectionate in the family; we should better 
grasp what they aspire to in order to express the best and most 
authentic fruits of their emancipation. A mother with her 
children always has problems, always work. I remember there 
were five of us children at home, and while one was doing one 
thing, the other wanted to do another, and our poor mama went 
back and forth from one’s side to another, but she was happy. She 
gave us so much.   

“Mothers are the strongest antidote to the spread of self-
centered individualism. ‘Individual’ means ‘what cannot be 
divided’. Mothers, instead, ‘divide’ themselves, from the moment 
they bear a child to give him to the world and help him grow. It is 
they, mothers, who most hate war, which kills their children. 
Many times I have thought of those mothers who receive the 
letter: ‘I inform you that your son has fallen in defense of his 
homeland…’. The poor women! How a mother suffers! It is they 
who testify to the beauty of life. Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero said that mothers experience a maternal martyrdom . . . 
‘Yes, like it is given by a mother, who without fear and with the 
simplicity of the maternal martyrdom, conceives a child in her 
womb, gives birth to him, nurses him, helps them grow and cares 
for them with affection. She gives her life. That’s martyrdom’. End 
quote. Yes, being a mother doesn’t only mean bringing a child to 
the world, but it is also a life choice. What does a mother choose, 
what is the life choice of a mother? The life choice of a mother is 
the choice to give life. And this is great, this is beautiful. 
 
 
    Continued on Page 5 

 

Readings for the Week of May 8, 2016 
 
Sunday:           Acts 1:1-11/Ps47:2-3,6-9/Heb9:24-2810:19-23  
Monday:         Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-7/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday:         Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday:    Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-36/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday:       Acts 22:30;23:6-11/Ps16:1-2,5, 7-11/Jn17:20-26 
Friday:            Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20/Jn  
          21:15-19 
Saturday:        Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-8/Jn 15:9-17 
Vigil:               Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or      
         Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-30/Rom 8:22-27/               
         Jn 7:37-39 
Next Sunday:   Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34/Rom 8:8-17  

          or 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 or 
        Jn 20:19-23 
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Around the Archdiocese “Free Store” Information  
Monthly  SVdP “Free Store” Assistance Needed: 
St. Bernard's SVdP  "Free Store" will be held this Sunday, 
May 8th from 11:30 to 12:00 in the gym.  Please 
communicate the word to those who might need these 
services.  The "Free Store" is growing into a bigger event 
each month, therefore more and more help is needed in 
getting things set up, etc.   So arrive around 10:00 am  in the 
gym.  Any and all help will be greatly appreciated.  Thank 
you for your continuing support! 
 
Friendship Sunday 
Next Sunday, May 15th after both Masses, we will enjoy  
“Friendship Sunday”. It will be hosted by the 2nd 
Community of the Neo-Catechumenal Way.  Come and 
meet your friends and neighbors over a donut and a hot cup 
of coffee.   

Annual Pentecost Mass & Celebration  
Sunday, May 15 2016 at 2 pm at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in                   
St. Paul.  Fr. Tim Nolan, the founder of 
the Church of St. Paul in Ham Lake, is 
the presider and Praise & Worship 
music will be led by Mary Clare Stroh 
& friends. We look forward to 
celebrating with you.  Fellowship will 
follow the mass.  Please visit our website at  
www.ccro-msp.org  or call  
763-571-5314 for more details. 

Congratulations to our children and teens who received their first Holy Communion last    

Sunday. A special thanks to Mary Beth Redmond, Karen Cronin, and the students' families 

for their sacramental preparation.  Please continue to pray for our First Communicants.   

http://www.ccro-msp.org
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Sacraments 

Call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
(651) 488-6733 

 
 
Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is to be celebrated when a person is suffering 
from a prolonged illness or when a person’s condition becomes 
serious. 
 
 
Communion for the Sick & Homebound 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 
 
Baptism of Infants 
It is recommended that parents who wish to present their child for 
Baptism make arrangements several months before the due date, as 
the Church asks that children be baptized within a few weeks after 
birth. Parents should contact the Parish Office to meet with a priest.  
 
 
Baptism of Older Children & RCIA 
To become a full member of the Roman Catholic Church, contact 
the Parish Office. 
 
 
Marriage Preparation 
Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  
Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding date they 
desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a specific 
date will be set. Marriage preparation classes are required. 
 

Ministries 
 

Prayer Line………..Shirley (651) 488-6330  
                             or Judy (651) 224-2966 

 
Liturgy 
Parishioners are encouraged to offer to be readers and altar 
servers at Mass.  
 
 
Music Office ................................... Sid Smaka (651) 488-6733 
 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation………...… David Neira (651) 488-6733 
 
 

 

         
 

 St. Bernard’s 2016 Pastoral Council 
                

Mary Rinehart (Chair)   rinehart1103@q.com     651-771-1185 
Barb Graff (Vice Chair)  651-646-5196 
Tom Kneissel   651-276-3045 
Amy Doucette   amy.doucette2011@gmail.com 
Kathy Huonder   kathyh2580@yahoo.com 
Neil Blageo   nblageo@msn.com 
Pada Kye Meh   kyemehpada@gmail.com 
Ngay Mo    ngaymo@gmail.com 
Betsy Struntz   eastruntz@aol.com 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate the Installation of Archbishop 
Bernard A. Hebda  
 
These three events are open to the public. Seating is  

available on a first come, first serve basis.  
 

Thursday, May 12 

7 p.m. Celebration of Welcome and Evening Prayer at the 
Basilica of Saint Mary, 1600 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis; 8 

p.m. Public Reception in the lower level of the church. 
 

Friday, May 13 
2 p.m. Installation Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Paul, 239 

Selby Ave, St. Paul. (Procession begins at 1:45 p.m.) Watch 

live on EWTN (cable), channel 16.2 (local), or online at 
www.archspm.org. Listen live on Relevant Radio 1330AM. 

 
4 – 6 p.m. Public Reception at Cretin-Derham Hall High 

School, 550 S Albert St, St. Paul. 

 
For more details, including parking and viewing information, 

visit www.archspm.org/installation. Questions?  
Contact installation@archspm.org or (651) 291-4486. 

http://www.archspm.org
http://www.archspm.org/installation
mailto:installation@archspm.org
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From Fr. Ivan’s Desk- Continued from Page 2    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CATECHESIS  
ALL ARE INVITED (12 YEARS OLD +) 

Something beautiful is coming to St. Bernard’s parish 
For those who are near and for those who are far away           

The Lord knows you and wants to give you a  
 tremendous gift in this year of mercy 

 
COME AND LISTEN! 

Christ is passing 
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to 

the full.” (John 10:10) 
 

Mondays & Thursdays @ 7 pm  
Free child care 

For more information: 612-384-6311  
Neo-Catechumenal Way 

“A society without mothers would be a dehumanized 
society, for mothers are always, even in the worst moments, 
witnesses of tenderness, dedication and moral strength. Mothers 
often pass on the deepest sense of religious practice: in a human 
being’s life, the value of faith is inscribed in the first prayers, the 
first acts of devotion that a child learns. It is a message that 
believing mothers are able to pass on without much explanation: 
these come later, but the seed of faith is those early precious 
moments. Without mothers, not only would there be no new 
faithful, but the faith would lose a good part of its simple and 
profound warmth. And the Church is mother, with all of this, she 
is our mother! We are not orphans, we have a mother! Our Lady, 
mother Church, is our mom. We are not orphans, we are children 
of the Church, we are children of Our Lady, and we are children 
of our mothers. 

Dearest mothers, thank you, thank you for what you are 
in your family and for what you give to the Church and the world. 
And to you, beloved Church, thank you, thank you for being 
mother. And to you, Mary, Mother of God, thank you for letting 
us see Jesus. And thank you for all the mammas present here: let 
us salute them with a round of applause.” 

 
 

God Bless and Happy Mother’s Day. 
Fr. Ivan Sant 

Thank Your Mother  
For the Gift of Life 

Everyday! 


