
M I S S I O N S T A T E M E N T  

Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul. As 

we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus Christ, 

offering parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey. 

One block west of Rice Street on Geranium Avenue 

1160 WOODBRIDGE STREET • SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55117 

SAINT BERNARD 
CHURCH OF  

23TH  SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 6, 2015 

Parish Staff 

Parochial Administrator 
Reverend James Devorak 

Associate Priest 
Reverend Joseph Kureh 

 
Parish Administrator    Karen Cronin 
Administrative Assistant    Carol Mike  
Business Assistant    Cindy Paslawski 
Religious Ed Director          J. David Neira 
Refugee Liaison            Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  
Refugee Liaison Assistant    Julia Marksue 
Music Director                      Sid Smaka 
 
 

Parish Office 

Phone: (651) 488-6733 
Fax: (651) 489-9203 

Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

 
 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Weekday 
Monday-Communion Service at 8:30 am 
Tuesday-Saturday - Mass at 8:30 am 

 
*Rosary one half hour before daily Mass. 

*Morning Prayer fifteen minutes before Mass. 
 

Confessions 

Saturdays after the 4:00 pm Mass 
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Mass Intentions  

 
Sunday      • September 6 
8:00 am    † Lorenzo Hernandaz  
10:30 am   St. Bernard’s Parish     
 
Monday     • September 7 
8:30 am     Communion Service  
 
Tuesday     •  September 8 
8:30 am   † Gene Braun 
 
Wednesday   • September 9 
8:30 am    † Lillian Schommer 
 

Thursday       • September 10 
8:30 am    † Carolyn Rohman 
 
Friday          • September 11 
8:30 am    † Robert Kujawa 
 
Saturday     • September 12  
8:30 am    † Carolyn Rohman 
4:00 pm   † Tim Sager 
 
Sunday      • September 13 
8:00 am    † Mary Pleau 
10:30 am   St. Bernard’s Parish     

STEWARDSHIP  
CORNER 

Giving is an act of the heart.   
You may give without loving, but you cannot 

 love without giving. 

Readings for the Week of September 6, 2015 

Sunday:  Is 35:4-7a/Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37 

Monday:  Col 1:24--2:3/Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday:  Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23      

Wednesday:  Col 3:1-11/Lk 6:20-26 

Thursday:  Col 3:12-17/Lk 6:27-38 

Friday:   1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Lk 6:39-42 

Saturday:  1 Tm 1:15-17/Lk 6:43-49 

Next Sunday: Is 50:5-9a/Jas 2:14-18/Mk 8:27-35 

 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 

"He took him off by himself away from the crowd. He 
put his finger into the man's ears and, spitting, 
touched his tongue." Jesus could have healed this deaf 
man another way. He could have spoken a powerful 
word or, for that matter, just silently willed that the 
man's health be restored. It wasn't uncommon for 
Jesus to cure people simply by a quick touch. But 
instead, Jesus chose to heal him in this unique way. He 
made it a private event, one that involved an unusual 
kind of physical ritual. 
 
Clearly, this was not for Jesus' sake. And since it was 
away from the crowd, it wasn't for their sake either. 
This particular healing was for this particular man. 
For whatever reason, Jesus knew that this man needed 
these signs--touching his ears and putting saliva on his 
tongue--in order to be freed of his inability to hear and 
speak well. 
 
Jesus knows what we need. His care for each and 
every one of us is not some standardized package of 
generic charity. He loves us all as unique individuals 
and understands us. He sees our weaknesses and 
knows our strengths. He offers himself to us as an 
intimate friend, not an unfamiliar acquaintance. When 
we come to him with our hopes, our fears, our desires 
and needs, he hears and answers us ... in the way he 
knows is best. It might seem odd. It might be 
unexpected or different from what we have seen him 
do for others. But we need to trust, even when we are 
desperate for "healing," that Jesus does care, that he 
does listen, and that he does act on our behalf. 
 
Let us have confidence in today's Old Testament 
proclamation from Isaiah: "Thus says the LORD: Say to 
those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! 
Here is your God ... he comes to save you." 

Reflection on the  

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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It has been another week of change!  Fr. Jim will be 
letting you know this weekend that he has been 
reassigned.  He is going to St. Rose of Lima and 
Corpus Christi to act as pastor while the investigation 
regarding Fr. Fitzpatrick is completed.  Fr. Jim was 
freed up to do this because we received word that the 
Newark, NJ archdiocese is sending us a priest who is 
connected to the Neocatechumenal Way.  This was 
something that Fr. Mike had discussed and requested 
from the archbishop.  It was forwarded on to the 
Newark and Denver archdioceses since they both have 
parish priests who have been part of The Way.  We 
had been told that we would have to  wait until next 
year for this to take place since the priests in the 
Newark archdiocese had their assignments for the 
coming year.  But now Fr. Ivan Sant has been freed up 
and assigned to come to our archdiocese and serve the 
people at St. Bernard.  He will be putting some 
biographical data in the bulletin soon.  I know that he 
is originally from Malta and is in his mid- to late 30’s.  
He will arrive at the parish on Monday, September 7 
and is planning on celebrating the 8:30 a.m. Mass on 
Tuesday, September 8 (the Blessed Mother’s 
birthday).  Watch for his biographical information to 
come and be ready to greet him. 
 
We will miss Fr. Jim!  He has been so kind and patient.  
Please pray for him in his new assignment.  If you 
want to send him a note, he will be at St. Rose of Lima, 
2048 Hamline Ave. N., Roseville, 55113. 
 
Faith formation classes are just around the corner.  As 
of today, we have 71 students signed up to participate 
from 4 years old to high school age.  Pray for the 
students and for our catechists who will be sharing 
their love of the Lord with their students.  We also 
will have a formal RCIA program this year (Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults) which will meet on 
Sundays .  If you are interested in knowing more about 
the Catholic faith or would like to explore the 
possibility of entering the Catholic Church, please 
contact David Neira at 488-6733.  Watch the bulletin 
regarding this as well. 
 
Enjoy the week! 
 
Karen Cronin 

PARISH NOTES  ==FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE== 

Works of St. Vincent dePaul Society (SVdP) 
All Parishioners are invited to participate and engage 
in St. Bernard’s SVdP.   The ministry involves in its 
Mission the opportunity to increase one’s Spirituality 
by visiting (can extend to evangelizing), extending 
love, serving and seeing the “face of Christ” in the 
poor.  For more information, please call the Parish 
Office (651-488-6733) and you will be directed to the 
appropriate person.  You are encouraged and 
welcomed to discover all the wonderment of this 
beautiful ministry. 
 
“Free Store” Information  
Monthly  SVdP “Free Store” Assistance Needed: 
St.. Bernard's SVdP May "Free Store" will be held 
Sunday, September 13,  11:30 to 12:00 in the 
gym.  Please communicate the word to those who 
might need these services.  The "Free Store" is growing 
into a bigger event each month, therefore more and 
more help is needed in getting things set up, etc.   So 
on that day (arrive around 10 AM in the gym) any and 
all help will be greatly appreciated.   
Thank you for your continuing support! 
 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) will 
sponsor the 8th Annual Friends of the Poor Walk on 
Saturday, September 26, 2015. The event will begin at 
1:00 pm at The Church of the Assumption (305 E. 77th 
Street, Richfield) and end at the same location. The 
walk event will be followed by a picnic lunch prior to 
the 4:00 pm Mass. All proceeds and donations from 
the event will directly benefit the people in the Twin 
Cities area served by SVdP., Anyone interested in 
learning more, participating, or making a pledge can 
visit www.fopwalk.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fopwalk.org
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Sacraments 

Call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
(651) 488-6733 

 
 
Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is to be celebrated when a person is suffering 
from a prolonged illness or when a person’s condition becomes 
serious. 
 
 
Communion for the Sick & Homebound 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 
 
Baptism of Infants 
It is recommended that parents who wish to present their child for 
Baptism make arrangements several months before the due date, as 
the Church asks that children be baptized within a few weeks after 
birth. Parents should contact the Parish Office to meet with a priest 
and register for classes. 
 
 
Baptism of Older Children & RCIA 
To become a full member of the Roman Catholic Church, contact 
the Parish Office. 
 
 
Marriage Preparation 
Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  
Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding date they 
desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a specific 
date will be set. Marriage preparation classes are required. 
 

Ministries 
 

Prayer Line………..Shirley (651) 488-6330  
                             or Judy (651) 224-2966 

 
Liturgy 
Parishioners are encouraged to offer to be readers and altar 
servers at Mass. Some parishioners will be invited by the pastor 
to become Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. 
 
 
Music Office ................................... Sid Smaka (651) 488-6733 
 
 

Faith Formation 

Religious Education………...…(651) 488-6733 
 
Classes for students, pre-school through high school, are held most 
Sundays during the school year. Children in 4th grade and up 
attend classes from noon to 1 p.m.  (On SVdP Free Store 
Sundays, the 2nd Sunday of every month, these classes will start 
late but still end at 1 p.m.)  For younger children we have two 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Atrium) program levels: 
children who are 4 years old through kindergarten meet in Level I 
Atrium from 10:15 a.m. until 11:45 a.m.  1st through 3rd grade 
children meet in Level II Atrium from noon until 1:30 p.m.  
 
 Adult Bible Study meets in the parish center between the Masses 
on most Sundays during the school year, repeating twice a month 
on Thursday nights, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Check the class schedule or 
the monthly calendar for details.  

Saint of the Week 

St. Peter Claver 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Peter Claver was born at Verdu, Catalonia, Spain, 
in 1580, of impoverished parentsdescended from 
ancient and distinguished families. He studied at the 
Jesuit college of Barcelona, entered the Jesuit novitiate 
at Tarragona in 1602 and took his final vows on 
August 8th, 1604. While studying philosophy at 
Majorca, the young religious was influenced by  
St. Alphonsus Rodriguez to go to the Indies and save 
"millions of perishing souls." 
 
In 1610, he landed at Cartagena (modern Colombia), 
the principle slave market of the New World, where a 
thousand slaves were landed every month. After his 
ordination in 1616, he dedicated himself by special vow 
to the service of the Negro slaves-a work that was to 
last for thirty-three years. He labored unceasingly for 
the salvation of the African slaves and the abolition of 
the Negro slave trade, and the love he lavished on them 
was something that transcended the natural order. 
 
Boarding the slave ships as they entered the harbor, he 
would hurry to the revolting inferno of the hold, and 
offer whatever poor refreshments he could afford; he 
would care for the sick and dying, and instruct 
the slaves through Negro catechists before 
administering the Sacraments. Through his efforts 
three hundred thousand souls entered the Church. 
Furthermore, he did not lose sight of his converts 
when they left the ships, but followed them to the 
plantations to which they were sent, encouraged them 
to live as Christians, and prevailed on their masters to 
treat them humanely. He died in 1654. 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3130
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11311
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=256
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10887
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10395
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10887
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When in the Hospital or Nursing Home 
Just a reminder.  If you or a loved one 
enters a hospital or nursing home, please 
call the parish office so that a priest can 
visit and offer the Sacrament of Anointing.  
The hospitals and nursing homes do not 
notify us  of any parishioner admittance, because of 
privacy laws, so it is important that you call us.  
 
 
Saint Bernard's Alumni Association 
is hosting an ALL School reunion for both 
Grade School and High School graduates 
and friends, on September 12, 2015 at 
"O’Gara’s at the Fair" previously the home of  
The Bulldog Lodge on the MN State Fair Grounds. 
Visit saintbernardsalumni.com or contact Mary Jo 
(Schreier) Morris at 763-566-2986 for more 
information.  We look forward to seeing everyone.  
 
PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
The purpose of the Pastoral Council is to provide and 
inspire leadership within the parish and to provide 
counsel to the Pastor on matters affecting the life and 
ministry of the parish community both as 
representatives and as leaders of the community. 
   If you are interested in finding out more about being 
a part of the Council- please contact Mary Rinehart 
at : 651-771-1185.  
 
 
 
This weekend at the 10:30am Mass, we will introduce 
our new missionary interns, Alonna Mertz and Isaac 
Cloos, who will be working under the director of faith 
formation throughout the school year. They will be 
doing weekly evangelization and outreach the Karenni 
refugees along with assisting with St. Bernard’s new 
RCIA program. We welcome them to our parish 
family and thank them for their service.  
   Catechists In-Service: There will be a catechist in-
service on Sunday, Sept. 13th to kick off the new faith 
formation year, from 12:30-2:30pm in the church office. 
If you are a catechist or would like to volunteer this 
year in faith formation, your attendance is gratefully 
anticipated. If you would like more information about 
faith formation volunteering, please call the director of 
faith formation, David Neira at 651-558-9307 or email 
him at dneira@churchofstbernard-stp.org. 
 
 
 
 

Around the Archdiocese  
 
 

Make a Difference in the Life of a Child –  
Volunteer as a Tutor! 
If you are looking for a great opportunity to impact the 
life of a child, Pope John Paul II Catholic School is in 
immediate need of tutors for the 2015/2016 school year. 
Located in northeast Minneapolis, Pope John Paul II 
serves a very diverse community of K-8 students. 
Offering individualized learning and multi-age 
classrooms, tutors play a critical role in helping 
students thrive. 
 
Tutors are asked to commit 1-½ hours of time on 
either Tuesday or Thursday. Reading tutors are 
needed from 9:45 – 11:15 a.m., math tutors from 11 a.m.- 
12:30 p.m. If you can help, contact:  
ctutorcorps@gmail.com. Training is available; tutoring 
sessions begin September 21.  
 
 
Survivors Support Group –  
First Meeting September 28th 
The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis is 
sponsoring a Survivors Support Group for victims/
survivors of sexual abuse by Catholic clergy. 
Independent professionals experienced in working 
with survivors of sexual abuse will be facilitating this 
group, which will begin meeting this September.  
Those who would benefit from sharing their survival 
story may call Canvas Health at (651) 291-4497 for 
more information.  
 
Please pray for victims/survivors of sexual abuse by 
clergy, as well as for healing in our local Church. 
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Mary Rinehart (Chair)  rinehart1103@q.com     651-771-1185 
Melinda Perfect (Vice Chair) melindadobon@yahoo.com 
Barb Graff 651-646-5196 
Tom Kneissel 651-276-3045 
Amy Doucette amy.doucette2011@gmail.com 
Kathy Huonder kathyh2580@yahoo.com 
Neil Blageo nblageo@msn.com 

PARISH NOTES 

http://saintbernardsalumni.com
mailto:dneira@churchofstbernard-stp.org
mailto:ealfonzo@popejohnpaul2ne.org

